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We are, most likely, in the beginning
stages of a third great reformation . . . a

reformation that will intensify throughout the
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under the leadership of church fathers like
Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and
Tertullian, and it hammered out our under-
standing of the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. The second great reformation occurred
in the sixteenth century under Luther, Calvin,
Zwingli and others and it clarified our
understanding of saving faith: by grace through
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Desire for Sanctification

This third reformation is focusing upon sanctification. It is
taking with utmost seriousness how the soul grows in grace. The
love of Jesus is the magnet that is drawing people together —a
love that transforms the human personality by the power of God.

Changed lives are the hallmark of this reformation. The
potentialities of change as well as its limits are all being explored
extensively. How we are formed in God, conformed to Jesus, and
transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit is being studied and
experienced carefully . . . prayerfully. Its growing theological rigor
will increasingly interact with the complementary disciplines of
psychology, sociology, anthropology, and medical research. I
expect this reformation to become vastly deeper and broader as the
century progresses.

Harvest of Christian Mission

The twenty-first century will witness one of the greatest
harvests of Christian mission ever. I concur with John Paul II that,
in the new century, we will see a “new springtime” for the gospel
message. Much of the energy for this will be centered outside the
West. Africa, south of the Sahara, will become the Christian
continent — that is if they can successfully overcome the triple
threat of Muslim suppression, the AIDS epidemic, and internal tribal
wars. The Americas south of the U.S. border will show the world
how evangelism is really done. Both Africa and Latin America
will intensify and expand their evangelistic efforts in the West.

The really pivotal continent is Asia. Throughout the twenty-
first century Asia will be the rising culture, no doubt about that.
The real question is whether the Christian witness in Asia is strong
enough to ride the rise of Asian culture, or whether Buddhism —
which is also a missionary religion — will win the day. I believe
the Christian witness is strong enough. Chinese Christians have
suffered tremendously and are deeper and stronger for it. They
will teach the rest of us how to live for God. Korea (south and
porth, although the north has yet to experience its day of divine
visitation) will teach the entire Christian world how to pray. And
the signs of spiritual vitality in the Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia,
India, and numerous other places are so encouraging that I believe
the twenty-first century will be viewed as “the great century” of

advance for Christ and his kingdom. Let us pray that it may be so.
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Adapted and reprinted with permission from “Heart-to-Heart: A Pastoral Letter from Richard J, Foster,” November, 1999.



